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President’s Message
Randi Weber

Well this year is fl ying by.  Seems like yesterday we were in Waco.  
Now the Hunting season is in full swing, and the holidays are right 
around the corner. I hope this year was a decent one for all even 
with the depressed housing market for new systems.  

A short pitch for the new year, reserve the dates of March 19 and 
20, 2013 for the next TOWA convention in Waco.  New training 
topics are to be offered and more vendor spaces will be available 
for more equipment viewing.  Looking forward to seeing all in the 
OSSF industry there.

A major new major rulemaking development by the TCEQ was 
adopted to be effective on August 16, 2012. Rule §285.38  Prevention 
of Unauthorized Access to On-Site Sewage Facilities (OSSFs)
Summarizing the rules:
Construction criteria under 285.38 applies to:
(A) Pretreatment (trash) tanks [see 285.32(b)(1)(G)]
(B) Proprietary treatment units [see 285.32(c)]
(C) non-standard treatment units {see 285.32(d)}
(D) Pump tanks [see 285.34(b)]
(E) Holding tanks  [see 285.34(c)]
(F) Septic tanks [see 285.32(b)(1)]

Construction criteria under 285.38 subsection is in addition to 
construction criteria in 285.32 is this title.

All tanks must have inspection ports in the tank top over all inlet 
and outlet devices. Each inspection or cleanout ports must be offset 
to allow pumping and sized with a minimum of 12” in the smallest 
direction and also large enough to allow equipment removal and 
maintenance.

(Continued - Page 3)
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TCEQ is now requiring a criminal background 
check for any OSSF license renewal and for any 
new licenses that are issued. This requirement 
is part of a bill that was passed by the Texas 
Legislature.

The bill actually requires that any State Agency 
that issues a license or registration must do 
a background check on the individual who is 
applying for or renewing a license or registration. 
This includes beauticians, pedicurists etc. 
There is a copy of this form in this edition or 
you can fi ll it out online by going to:

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/licensing 

TCEQ is diligently enforcing this requirement. 
TOWA members and others who hold OSSF 
licenses have already had renewals denied 
for not submitting the form. In several cases 
Maintenance Providers who were grandfathered 
have been told that they must take the Advanced 
Maintenance Provider course in order to renew 
their MP license. Many others have had to 
retake the Installer II test in order to renew.

Please keep in mind that TCEQ has 45 days to 
process the paperwork on licenses. If you send 
in your renewal 45 days before your license 
expires but do not include the background check 
paperwork your license may expire before you 
receive notifi cation that your application is 
incomplete.

TOWA recommends that you do a background 
check on yourself before you fi ll out the form. 
TCEQ is using the DPS data base: 

https://records.txdps.state.tx.us/
DpsWebsite/CriminalHistory/ 

Which is a public data base that you can access. 
TOWA has already had members who reported 

that they were arrested when they were 18 and 
had forgotten about it so they did not report it. 

When TCEQ checked their record the arrest 
showed up. They then received, by snail 
mail, a notifi cation that their application was 
incomplete and their license could not be 
renewed until paperwork was corrected. 

At this point the 45 day approval period starts 
over.

Read both sides of the form carefully. This 
check includes both felony and misdemeanor 
arrests. 

TOWA recommends that you track your license 
renewal dates by going to: 

http: / /www2.tceq.texas.gov/l ic_
dpa/index.cfm?fuseaction=licall.
searchindiv 

Also remember that if you change your address 
the 285 rules require that you notify TCEQ 
within 30 days of the change. Due to budget 
cuts the licensing and OSSF teams at TCEQ 
have been forced to cut back on their staff. As 
a result they are not accepting excuses such 
as “I moved and forgot to notify you”. 

If you send anything to TCEQ send it Certifi ed 
Mail or Return Receipt Requested. 

Remember with government agencies “if it 
is not in writing then it did not happen”.  

Can You Afford to be out of Work for 3 Months?                                                            
by Tim Taylor
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TOWA President’s Message Continued

Except septic tanks, all inspection and cleanout 
ports shall have risers over port openings which 
extend to the surface.  A secondary plug, cap, or 
other suitable restraint system shall be provided 
below the riser cap to prevent tank entry if cap is 
damaged or removed. 

All septic tanks buried more than 12” below the 
ground shall have risers over the port openings. 
Risers shall extend from tank surface to no 
more than 6” below the ground. A secondary 
plug, cap, or other suitable restraint system 
shall be provided below the riser cap to prevent 
tank entry if cap is damaged or removed.

Risers shall have inside diameters equal or 
larger than inspection or cleanout ports; be 
permanently fastened to tank lid or cast into the 
tank with a watertight between riser and tank 
lid; be fi tted with removable watertight caps and 
protected against unauthorized intrusions.

Acceptable protective measures include (1) a 
padlock (2) a cover that can be removed with 
tools (3) a cover weighing 29.5 kg ( 65 pounds) 
or more set into a recess of the tank lid or (4) 
other means approved by the executive director.
Installation of a riser to any component of a 
new OSSF is considered construction under 
this chapter and must performed by a licensed 
installer.  

Installation of risers for OSSF components 
installed on or after September 1, 2012 are 
considered an emergency repair per 285.35
(relating to Emergency Repairs) and may 
be performed by either a licensed installer, 
licensed maintenance provider, or registered 
maintenance technician.

Any person who accesses any secured lid(s) or 
cover(s) on an OSSF shall secure the lid(s) or 
cover(s) when access is complete.

All inspection reports sent to Authorized 
Agents, Regional Offi ces, and homeowners 
must document that the access to the OSSF 
inspection and cleanout ports was secured 
after maintenance or inspection activities 
were completed or that the OSSF owner 
refused to pay for repairs that were needed 
to secure the OSSF inspection and cleanout 
ports.

As you can see this is something new, 
necessary, and needs attention
by all.    Please obtain a complete copy of this 
rule from the TCEQ web site to be completely 
and properly checked out on the rules.

Until March 2013, I bid everybody a successful 
2012 and hope 2013 is better than this year. 
Best wishes for the holiday season and 
please drive safely (no texting behind the 
wheel) so we can meet next March in Waco.

Local Enforcement Problems?Local Enforcement Problems?

Attend a TOWA Chapter Meeting and 
Report Local Enforcement Problems

TOWA Chapters throughout the State hold 
periodic meetings that give 2 hours of continuing 
education credits as well as offer a forum to 
discuss local enforcement issues.

If an issue cannot be handled locally, your 
Chapter contact will refer the problem to the 
TOWA Enforcement Chairmen and legal counsel.

If you do not tell us what problems you 
experience that impact the industry, we cannot 
help to solve them!
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CORPORATECORPORATE
PARTNERS 2012PARTNERS 2012

Special Thanks to our 2012
Corporate Sponsors for their 

Year-Round Support of On-Site
Wastewater in Texas!

DIAMOND SPONSORS:DIAMOND SPONSORS:
AquaKlear, Inc.AquaKlear, Inc.

Clearstream Wastewater Systems, Inc.Clearstream Wastewater Systems, Inc.
Consolidated Treatment Systems, Inc.Consolidated Treatment Systems, Inc.

Ecological Tanks, Inc.Ecological Tanks, Inc.
El Dorado Insurance AgencyEl Dorado Insurance Agency

Enviro-FloEnviro-Flo
Global Water Treatment ChemicalsGlobal Water Treatment Chemicals

Infi ltrator Systems, Inc.Infi ltrator Systems, Inc.
Pentair Water

Solar AirSolar Air
Tuff TigerTuff Tiger

Tuf-Tite, IncTuf-Tite, Inc
Tyler Products Sales, Inc.Tyler Products Sales, Inc.

Platinum Sponsors: 
Septic Sewage Pumps

Gold Sponsors: 
Austin Pump and Supply Company

Concrete Sealants, Inc.
K-Rain Manufacturing

Hiblow USA, Inc.
LBC Manufacturing

Longhorn, Inc.
Preferred Pump and Equipment

Silver Sponsor: 
Polylok

Riser Regulations 

By Kimber Svetlik

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
has passed some new regulations effective September 1, 
2012 that affects everyone.

Per Chapter §285.38 “Preventative of Unauthorized 
Access to On-site Sewage Facilities (OSSFs)” the revised 
regulations affect the criteria for the lids that extend to the 
ground surface.

Per the regulation revisions “All tanks must have inspection 
or cleanout ports located on the tank top over all inlet and 
outlet devices.  Each inspection or cleanout port must be 
offset to allow for pumping of the tank.  The ports may 
be confi gured in any manner as long as the smallest 
dimension of the opening is at least 12 inches, and is 
large enough to provide for maintenance and equipment 
removal.  Inspection and cleanout ports shall have risers 
over the port opening which extend to the ground surface.  
When a riser is installed, a secondary plug, cap or other 
suitable restraint system shall be provided below the 
riser cap to prevent tank entry if the cap is unknowingly 
damaged or removed.” (TCEQ §285.38)

The following is additional revisions to the riser regulation 
as set out by TCEQ:

1. Inspection or cleanout ports shall have an inside 
diameter that is equal to or larger than the port.

2. The riser must be cast into the tank or permanently 
fastened to the tank lid.  It must also be watertight.

3. The risers must be fi tted with removable watertight 
caps and protected against unauthorized intrusions.  
Acceptable protective measures include the following:

• padlock
• cover that can only be removed by specialized 

tools
• cover having a minimum net weight of 65 pounds
• an additional approved method approved by the 

executive director of TCEQ
4. Risers and riser caps must be able to withstand 

ultraviolet light when it is exposed.
5. The riser must be able to withstand the pressure by 

surrounding soil.

(continued on page 10)
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The 4000 & 6000 series of RCW valves
provide exceptional reliability & durability
even under the dirtiest water conditions. 

6000-RCW INDEXING VALVE

4000-RCW INDEXING VALVE

K-Rain Manufacturing Corporation
1640 Australian Avenue, Riviera Beach, FL 33404

1.800.735.7246 |  www.krain.com
© K-Rain Manufacturing Corp. An ISO 9001:2000 Certified Company

Count on K-Rain for patented technology specifically for wastewater
treatment. The simplicity of design allows for easy maintenance;
durable materials provide long product life and K-Rain delivers the
confidence that you are installing the best irrigation products available.

TOWA 2012

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Randi Weber, President
R.P. Weber-Consultant

P.O. Box 2421
Onalaska, TX 77360
936-328-0903 Phone

936-523-6617 Fax
randi_weber@huntsman.com 

Brian Wakefi eld, President-elect
B & J Wakefi eld Services, Inc.

201 Boardwalk Avenue
Waxahachie, TX  75165
972-921-6619 Phone

214-988-0867 Fax
bswakefi eld@texasseptic.com

Pat Duncan, Secretary
Montgomery County Environmental

501 N. Thompson #101
Conroe TX 77301

936-539-7839 Phone 
936-539-7961 Fax

pat.duncan@mctx.org

John Redfern, Past President  
Tyler Product Sales, Inc.

P.O. Box 605
Chandler, TX 75758

903-593-8633 Phone
903-593-8863 Fax
jdredfern@aol.com

Tim Snyder, Treasurer 
Snyder Septic & Excavation, Inc.

11914 Sunnyside Drive
Baytown, TX 77520

281-385-6206 Phone
281-385-6180 Fax

tsnyder314@earthlink.net

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
 

Wendell Baker
Randy Chelette 

Rick Davis
Dixon Dryden

Michelle Hansen
Roy Leger

Jim Prochaska 
Gerald Snyder
Ron Suchecki

Troy Ross
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Any installation of a riser to any part of an 
OSSF must be performed by a licensed 
installer, licensed maintenance provider or 
registered maintenance technician and is 
considered construction under these rules.

On or Prior to September 1, 2012 installation 
of risers for OSSF components are 
considered an emergency as described in 
TECQ rule §285.35.

When a secured lid or cover is accessed on 
an OSSF, it shall be secured when service is 
completed.

Documentation must be completed on the 
inspection report and sent to the Authorized 
Agents, Regional offi ces, and homeowners 
that the cleanout ports were secured after the 
maintenance or inspection were completed.

(continued from page 4)

Please be sure to 
make plans to join us 
for the TOWA annual 
conference in waco!

March 19 & 20, 2013

You can regestior online at:

https://www.xpertregistration.
com/towa2013/register.php
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EEl Dorado understands your unique situation, and 
offers a comprehensive, competitively priced onsite 
wastewater insurance program specifically designed 
for installation, service and pumping contractors, 
inspection service contractors and portable/restroom 
rental companies. 

Finding affordable insurance coverage  
for the onsite wastewater industry.

CHALLENGE: 

El Dorado Insurance
SOLUTION: 

El Dorado has over forty years of experience in the insurance industry, 
and we understand the challenges you face when trying to obtain affordable 
coverage. We offer competitive rates, and we will work with you to develop 
a customized insurance program specifically designed to meet your needs.  
Call us today; we’re ready to serve you.

 » A Rated Insurance Carrier

 » Onsite Wastewater Inspection  
   Errors & Omissions

 » Enhanced Coverage for   
   Onsite Wastewater Pumpers

 

 » Design and Installation Errors 
   & Omissions

 » Extra Expense Coverage for   
   Unintentional Handling of  
   Hazardous Waste

 » General Liability

 » Workers’ Compensation

 » Umbrella/Excess Liability

 » Auto/Fleet

 » Contractors’ Equipment 

 » Property

 » Risk Management Services

 » Online Claims Reporting 
  and Online Certificates of  
  Insurance 24/7

 » Bonds

Onsite Wastewater Contractor Insurance Program Highlights:

Offering Complete and  
Affordable Coverage:

Want to learn more? 
800.221.3386 or specialist@eldoradoinsurance.com 
or visit www.eldoradoinsurance.com/wastewater

Approved Insurance Provider of TOWA
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Reclaimed water use is one 
of the fastest growing  
segments of this business.  
K-Rain has the products to 
reclaim your time and claim 
your profits! 

Serving the Trade, Preferred Pump is your FULL LINE 
DISTRIBUTOR for Wastewater Products. 

In our business, 
what goes 
down, must 
come up!  
Sta-Rite has the 
pump you need 
for sump,  
sewage, effluent 
and utility! 

Goulds Pumps are 
the Gold Standard 
for handling  
virtually every 
pumping condition 
you could  
imagine...or need! 
You cant go wrong 
with Goulds - ever. 

Wasterwater HQ 
Preferred Pump 

Tyler, Texas 
(800)955-0107 

(903)877-4112 FAX 
-Large Inventory 
-Free Delivery 
-Engineering 
-Emergency Service 
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For Samples & Pricing
Call: 800-382-7009

Available in 12”, 16”, 20” and 24” diameters.
Molded in gasket.

Lid attaches
with 6 vertical
stainless steel
screws.

TS-4-RUBBER TANK SEAL
(will hold 10psi)
TS-4PRO TANK SEAL
(will hold 5” vacuum)

Tuf-Tite®, Inc.
800-382-7009

Plastic... Our Business, Not Our Hobby™

One-Piece Tank Seal

Septic Tank Riser, Lid & Safety Pan™

Patent Numbers
5,617,679 &
5,852,901; other
pats. pending.

Patent No’s
4,951,914,
5,624,123
& 5,711,536; 

24” Green Riser Lid

24” Safety Pan™.

24” Diameter Riser

pipe
penetrations.

Riser to Riser attachment with 6 vertical
stainless steel screws.

6 vertical stainless steel screws.

New

EF-4

EF-6

Effluent Filters
Patent Numbers
6,319,403; D 431,629; other
pats. pending.

Free Freight: 32¢

244 ft. of
1/16"
filtration
area.

800 GPD
ANSI/NSF
Standard 46

1500 GPD
ANSI/NSF
Standard 46

Sch. 40 &
SDR-35

Sch. 40 &
SDR-35

NSF® NSF®

Gas/Solids
Deflector

Riser
For septic tanks.
Stackable in 6”
increments.
Available in 12”,
16”, 20” and 24”
diameters.

Tested to 10” vacuum

Safety Pan™
available in 16”,
20” and 24”
diameters.

Safety
Pan™

Concrete Lid
w/handle

with Molded-
in gasket.
Available in
12”, 16”, 20”
and 24”
diameters.

Riser Lid

Tank
Adapter
Ring

For mounting riser
flush to top of tank
when casting-in is
not an option.

Tank Adapter Ring

NEW!
FREE FREIGHT ON
FULL CARTONS!
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TOWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

 
ATTENTION TOWA MEMBERS: Nominate a fellow TOWA Member to serve on the Board of Directors. 
Board Members will be elected prior to March, and will take office beginning at the Annual TOWA Meeting 
in March 2013. 
 
A total of 4 positions + officers on the Board of Directors are up for election. 
Available positions are: 

 Officers (one year term, or until a successor is elected) 
o Secretary – Pat Duncan 
o Treasurer - Tim Snyder 

 Directors at Large (two year term, or until a successor is elected) 
 
To be nominated to the Board, a person must be nominated by a fellow Member and be a 
TOWA Member in good standing (Bylaws Article 4.02-.03). 
 
To serve as an officer (Secretary or Treasurer) a person must also have served at least one year as a 
Director at Large on the Board. (Bylaws Article 5.01). 
 

NOMINATIONS FORM 
 
I nominate ____________________________ to the position of:  
                                       (Print name of nominee) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send all nominations to the TOWA Office or to Tim Taylor by December 31, 2012. 
TOWA Office:  3205 N. University Drive, Suite D, PMD #411, Nacogdoches, TX 75965 

936-564-9116 (fax) 
  Email: tntaylor1@msn.com  
 

Please do not nominate anyone who has not committed to work at least 10 hours a month toward 
the promotion of TOWA. This includes attending Board meetings, working on various committees 
and directly helping to increase TOWA membership. 

             
� Director at Large 
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www.aquaklear.net

Choice.
Smartestthe
Klearly

AK5B3

AK6B3

One
Form

Two
Tanks

One
Form

Two
Tanks

D
uty

D
uty

D
o

ub
le

D
o

ub
le

Certified to NSF/ANSI Standard 40

GULF COAST
TESTING, LLCGCT

AquaKlear,inc.
Wastewater Treatment Plants

www.aquaklear.net

Certified to NSF/ANSI Standard 40

Choice.
Smartestthe
Klearly

AK Drip Irrigation System

AquaKlear,inc.
Wastewater Treatment Plants

Co
m

oo
tprCo

m
pa

ct f oo
tprint

www.aquaklear.net

Certified to NSF/ANSI Standard 40

Choice.
Smartestthe
Klearly

AK Custom Mold Fabrication

AquaKlear,inc.
Wastewater Treatment Plants

www.aquaklear.net

Certified to NSF/ANSI Standard 40

Choice.
Smartestthe
Klearly

AK600F Fiberglass and Dosing Tank Combo

AquaKlear,inc.
Wastewater Treatment Plants
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Ecological Tanks, Inc.

Manufacturers of

Ecological Tanks, Inc. 2247 Hwy. 151 North
Downsville, LA 71234 318-644-0397

aquasafe@bayou.com www.etiaquasafe.com

Aqua Safe AS500+5 and +75 TRIO
Patented

3” Chlorinator with dip tube

Single and Multi Compartment Concrete or
Fiberglass Aerobic Treatment Units

Custom Controls

Pre Engineered Drip Systems

AQUA AIRE DRIP KING® ®AQUA SAFE ®

Aqua Aire AA500-4075
Patented
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Permit #272

Texas On-Site Wastewater Association
3205 N. University Drive Suite D, PMB 411
Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Phone (888) 398-7188  Fax (936) 564-9116
www.txowa.org

TOWA CALENDAR OF EVENTSTOWA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
  

March 19-20, 2013    TOWA Annual Conference
                     Waco, TX Convention Center
                     To register go to www.xpertregistration.com/towa2013
      Receive CEU credits of up to 10 hours (TCEQ approval).

WATCH THE WEB SITE  WWW.TXOWA.ORG  FOR FUTURE BMP LISTINGS AND REGISTRATION FORMS 
OR CONTACT TOWA at 3205 N. University Drive Suite D, PMB 411 – Nacogdoches, TX 75965

Phone (888) 398-7188  Fax (936) 564-9116


