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President’s Message
Ray Stubblefi eld

 Apologizing again for last 
year’s TOWA Insider issues. We 
are trying to get out an early 
issue for our advertisers and to 
let members know that TOWA 
has been busy working with 
TECQ on the new mandated 
maintenance provider school. 
Also we are working with KEENA 
and TOWTRC to get the March 
conference on schedule. If you 
have not received information on 
the TOWTRC spring conference, 
normally in Waco, you can go 
to TOWA’s internet site and get 
conference registration and motel 
information.

 Tim Taylor, Dixon Dryden and 
staff  have been working hand 
in hand with TCEQ to get the 
maintenance provider classes up 
and going as quick as possible. 

But as Tim will update you in 
another article in this issue. The 
classes will not be until later in 
the year.

 As for the TOWTRC show 
in Mesquite, it looks like it will 
be the best show in years, if 
pre-registration is any kind of 
indicator. So! Book your motel 
reservations and I’ll see you at 
the luncheon.
Until March, be careful, be quality, 
be professional.

God Bless All,

Ray Stubblefi eld
San Angelo, TX
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CORPORATECORPORATE
PARTNERS 2009PARTNERS 2009

Special Thanks to our 2009 
Corporate Sponsors for their 

Year-Round Support of On-Site
Wastewater in Texas

DIAMOND SPONSORS:DIAMOND SPONSORS:
Aquaklear, Inc.Aquaklear, Inc.

Clearstream Wastewater Systems, Inc.Clearstream Wastewater Systems, Inc.
Consolidated Treatment Systems, Inc.Consolidated Treatment Systems, Inc.

Ecological Tanks, Inc.Ecological Tanks, Inc.
Hoot Aerobic Systems, Inc.Hoot Aerobic Systems, Inc.

Infi ltrator Systems, Inc.Infi ltrator Systems, Inc.
LonghornLonghorn
Solar AirSolar Air
Tuff TigerTuff Tiger

Tuf-Tite, IncTuf-Tite, Inc

Platinum Sponsors: 
Gast Manufacturing

Global Pumps and Equipment
Southern Manufacturing Company

Tyler Products Sales, Inc.

Gold Sponsors: 
Austin Pump and Supply Company

Concrete Sealants, Inc.
GeoFlow, Inc.

K-Rain Manufacturing
Hiblow USA, Inc.

Poly Portables, Inc.
Preferred Pump and Equipment

RMSYS, Inc.

Silver Sponsors: 
ITT Corporation (Goulds/Red Jacket)

Bronze Sponsors: 
Pentair Water

Wilson Company

Dear TOWA Member,

 Happy New Year! As with many things it is time to 
renew your TOWA Membership for 2010.
 This is the point where I am always questioned about 
why should we rejoin TOWA, what has TOWA done for me? 
My standard answer is that TOWA is the Only Professional 
Organization that represents the interests of Texas Onsite 
Professionals.
 A good example of this is TOWA’s success in helping 
to defeat HB 229 during the latest legislation seccision. If this 
Bill had passed each individual who holds a TCEQ issused 
OSSF license would have been required to purchase a 2 
million dollar liability insurance policy or lose your licence. 
TOWA has already received word that this bill or one like it will 
be introduced during next year’s legislative session.
 TOWA also keeps our members informed of TCEQ rule 
changes and provides CEU’s for our members. We provide 
these services and more for $95.00 ($0.26 per day) per year 
for individual memberships and $160.00 ($0.44 per day) for 
Corporate memberships. That is less than you you would 
spend on a Coke each day.
 Please fi ll out the membership form on Page 9 and 
mail or fax it in today.
 Thank you for your past and future support,
 We are looking forward to a great conference that we 
co-sponsor with the Research Council in Mesquite.  Please  
come by the TOWA booth to get your member’s free ticket.
 Best wishes for good health and prosperity  in the new 
decade.

Tim Taylor
Managing Consultant

Many of you may have already renewed, thank you. For those 
who have not please reconsider and join us as TOWA continues 
to fi ght for our industry. Those of you who are coming to the 
March Show please email me at tntaylor1@msn.com. We are 
trying to get an estimate for the luncheon.

Thanks,
Tim

TOWA Membership Renewal
By Tim Snyder
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TOWA 2009
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

“Ray” Harold Stubblefi eld, Vice President 
San Angelo Backhoe & Septic Svc., Inc.

7902 Doss Lane 
San Angelo, TX  76901 
325-658-8792 Phone

325-655-6129 Fax
hrstubblefi eld@wcc.net 

John Redfern, President Effect 
Tyler Product Sales

10383 Spur 164
Tyler, TX  73709

903-593-8633 Phone
903-593-8863 Fax
jdredfern@aol.com

Randi Weber, Secretary
PO Box 2421

Onalaska, TX 77360
936-760-6241

randi_weber@huntsman.com 

Ron Suchecki, Past President 
Hoot Systems, Inc.

1237 Autumn Oak Circle 
China Spring, TX  76633 

254-299-0821 Phone
254-299-0822 Fax

ron@hootsystems.com
 

Tim Snyder, Treasurer 
Snyder Septic & Excavation, Inc.

11914 Sunnyside Drive
Baytown, TX 77520

281-385-6206
Tsnyder314@earthlink.net

 Tim N. Taylor
Managing Consultant

3531 W. Meadow 
Nacogdoches, TX 75961 

936-564-6226 Phone
936-564-9116 Fax

tntaylor1@msn.com

Directors at Large 
 

Wendell Baker
Bret Brown

Randy Chelette 
Dixon Dryden
Pat Duncan

Michelle Hansen
Roy Ledger

Charles McDonald
Jim Prohauska 
Gerald Snyder

TOWATOWAInsiderInsider
TCEQ Update

Friday, December 18, 2009 - 
Philip Ching Robins sentenced to 
two years probation

The Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality today 
announced the sentencing of a 
Rockwall County man, as a result 
of a falsifi cation of documents 
investigation conducted by the 
TCEQ Environmental Crimes Unit.

On Dec. 17, 2009, Philip 
Ching Robins, owner of Robins 
Engineering, was sentenced to 
two years probation for his role in 
making and presenting falsifi ed 
on-site sewage facilities (OSSF) 
maintenance inspection reports 
to both Rockwall County and the 
TCEQ. Robins pleaded guilty to one 
count of false statements in violation 
of Texas Water Code 7.149, was 
ordered to surrender his TCEQ-
issued maintenance provider license, 
and ordered to pay a $10,000 fi ne.  
The investigation found that Robins 
not only falsifi ed maintenance 
inspection reports, but also had his 
employees falsify inspection reports 

that were subsequently submitted to 
the county.

The TCEQ is responsible for 
implementing and maintaining a 
regulatory program over the location, 
design and reporting requirements 
related to OSSFs.  The program 
also includes requirements for the 
licensing of individuals who engage 
in maintenance provider service. 
The TCEQ has delegated the 
OSSF program to the county and 
designated the Rockwall County 
Environmental Health Department 
as the authorized agent of the 
agency.

The investigation was conducted 
by the TCEQ Environmental Crimes 
Unit with assistance from the 
Rockwall County Fire Marshal’s 
Offi  ce. The case was prosecuted 
by the Rockwall County District 
Attorney’s offi  ce.

Contact Lisa Wheeler
Phone 512-239-5003
Pager 512-606-3681

From www.tceq.state.tx.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Rockwall County Business Owner Sentenced in 
Falsifi cation of Documents Investigation
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McLennan County (Waco) Changes Their Orders
By Jerry Snyder

McLennan County is the latest county to 
change their orders regarding homeowner 
maintenance (See text of change at right). 

There are now in excess of 50 counties 
that require homeowners to either have 
maintenance contracts or be trained to 
perform their own maintenance. This is a very 
encouraging trend. It shows these county 
offi  cials are concemed about the health and 
well being of their citizens not to mention the 
environment.

I am not sure what the State Legislature was 
thinking when they passed a law allowing 
homeowners to maintain their own aerobic 
systems with NO training. Maintenance 
providers are required to attend a 16 hour 
course, pass a test and have continuing 
education every year. This subject should be 
revisited in the next Legislature. During my 
inspections each month, I routinely fi nd air 
compressors not working, spray pumps not 
working, broken spray heads and alarms 
silenced or disconnected. Some of these 
homeowners are repeat off enders who never 
call with a problem. These are the backyards 
that the neighborhood children and pets may 
play in. After all, children and pets love to 
play in mud. 

As you can see the McLennan County 
maintenance requirements allow the 
homeowners four options.

Number 2 is the one that concerns me the 
most.  By allowing an Installer II to provide 
the training, I fear it wiII be “whoever is the 
cheapest” will do the training, whether they 
are familiar with the brand of system or 

not. Please be aware of the liability you are 
incurring by training homeowners. Whether 
you are found liable or not the cost of a 
lawsuit will be very high.

Please call TOWA if you have any questions 
or would like assistance in getting your 
county’s orders changed.

McLennan County commissioners had 
already voted to allow homeowners to 
do maintenance without any training or 
schooling. After this vote Jerry Snyder wrote 
and sent by certifi ed mail a letter which 
went to each commissioner and the County 
Judge. Armed with facts and fi gures that 
TOWA furnished him with his letter was taken 
seriously by one commissioner who called 
Jerry and requested a meeting with him.

As a result of Jerry Snyder talking to this one 
commissioner the homeowner maintenance 
issue was put back on the courts agenda. 
The full result is published on the next page. 
Jerry did not get everything he wanted but at 
least the owners who want to do their own 
maintenance must report and pay for some 
type of training.

TOWA can help you change your Counties 
Septic Orders. Give us a call if you are 
interested.
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McClennan County OSSF Order Change 
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Annual March TOWTRC Conference

The Waco convention center is going to be remodeled and will not be available for the 2010 
Annual TOWTRC conference.

The conference committee looked and visited several sites in 5 different cities and decided 
that the Mesquite Convention Center offered the best combination of facilities and location for 
the March 2010 show. The exhibit area is about twice the size of Waco’s and the hotel/motel 
locations are actually more convenient than those in Waco.

In addition there are numerous restaurants close to the convention center and parking at the 
center is abundant. The classrooms are very nice and are adjacent to exhibit hall. The facility is 
just off the 635 Loop on Rodeo Drive so it is easy to get to.

The speaker line up for the conference is excellent. TOWA will hold a Basic Maintenance 
Provider Course on March 7th and 8th at the convention center.  Exhibitor set up will be on March 
8th and the conference will be all day March 9th and half a day on the 10th. Expectations are to 
fi ll 95 booths and the exhibit hall will be open until 6:00 p.m. on the 9th to allow attendees extra 
time to spend with the exhibitors. 

TOWA will have a link for online registration and info on local hotels/motels as soon as it 
available.

Mark the dates and be sure to attend what should be our best conference to date.

Local Enforcement Problems?Local Enforcement Problems?

Attend a TOWA Chapter Meeting and 
Report Local Enforcement Problems

10 TOWA Chapters throughout the State hold periodic 
meetings that give 2 hours of continuing education 
credits as well as off er a forum to discuss local 

enforcement issues.

If an issue cannot be handled locally, your Chapter 
contact will refer the problem to the TOWA 

Enforcement Chairmen and legal counsel.

If you do not tell us what problems you experience 
that impact the industry, we cannot help to solve them!
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Texas On-Site Wastewater Association
3205 N. University Drive Suite D, PMB 411
Nacogdoches, TX 75965
Phone (888) 398-7188  Fax (936) 564-9116
www.txowa.org

TOWA CALENDAR OF EVENTSTOWA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
    
Mar. 7-8 Basic Maintenance Provider Course
2010  Mesquite, TX  •  Mesquite Convention Center. march 7th, 10am - 7pm, March 8 8am - 5 pm.
  • Class $325.00
    
Mar. 9-10 TOWTC Annual Conference, Mesquite, Texas 
2010  Check www.txowa.org for hotels and rates. Info will be posted in December.

WATCH THE WEB SITE  WWW.TXOWA.ORG  FOR FUTURE BMP LISTINGS AND REGISTRATION FORMS 
OR CONTACT TOWA at 3205 N. University Drive Suite D, PMB 411 – Nacogdoches, TX 75965

Phone (888) 398-7188  Fax (936) 564-9116


